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Conditions remained more or less in this state until the
new Soviet Government declared the establishment of a free
union of nations in the form of a federation of Soviet national
republics. After the Civil War and the wars of intervention,
when the danger of foreign attack was still imminent, an
independent Far Eastern Republic was set up, serving as a
temporary buffer-state, and Buryat Mongolia emerged with
what little industry she had possessed destroyed, and her
agriculture ruined.
In 1921 two Buryat autonomous regions were formed,, and
in 1923 they were merged, together with the Baikal district,
into a f single autonomous republic, with the capital at
Verkhne-Udinsk. The new republic set up its own Congress
of Soviets, with delegates elected from district Soviets, and
the Soviets of towns and villages.
With a disease-ridden, superstitious, and ignorant popu-
lation and a ruined economy, they had to learn, to govern
themselves, and in this process they received a good deal of
assistance from their Russian neighbours.
By 1928 the general economy of the republic had reached
pre-war level, but in its form was little changed. Ninety per
cent, of the people remained nomad or semi-nomad. But the
land sown to crops increased from 453,400 acres in 1923 to
584,600 acres; the livestock increased from ij millions (1917)
to over 3 millions in I927.1 The fisheries and factories revived,
trade increased, literacy increased from 15-3 per cent, in
1923 to 27-5 per cent, in 1926, and the population began to"
increase.
During the Five Year Plans (from 1928 onward) the
economy of Buryat Mongolia developed more rapidly. Large
numbers of nomads adopted a settled way of life, and by
growing winter fodder reduced the winter death-roll of live-
stock. By 1937 over 90 per cent, of all rural households were
included within collective farms.
1 Some of the herds contain 10,000 head of cattle. Altogether there
are now two and a half million head of cattle in Buryat Mongolia, concen-
trated to the greatest extent in the south, particularly in the Selenga basin,
where more than a half of the population of the republic is to be found.